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Santa Clara Valley Water District

Zebra mussels discovered
In January 2008, the California Department of 
Fish and Game and the Department of Food and 
Agriculture discovered zebra mussels for the first time 
in a body of water west of Oklahoma.

It’s not known how this invasive species found itself 
in San Benito County, though recreational boats or 
water transfers from another reservoir commonly 
transport them. San Justo Reservoir, near Hollister, 
is fed by San Luis Reservoir which supplies water 
to Santa Clara County. Given the age-range of the 
mussels found near Hollister, it’s estimated they have 
been in the reservoir for up to three years prior to 
their discovery.  

Previously, zebra mussels had not been found in a body 
of water west of the Rockies.

Zebra mussels 
in California

Risks 
Zebra mussels, and the related quagga mussels, can 
wreak havoc on reservoirs, water intakes, pipelines, 
valves, pumps, treatment plants and ecosystems.    
The mussels multiply quickly and form dense colonies 
that are difficult to control.  There is currently no fully 
effective eradication method for mussels in a water 
body.  

Because of their devastating impact on recreation, 
water infrastructure and ecosystems, the stakes are 
very high should an infestation occur.  Controlling 
mussel populations is costly, so prevention is the most 
effective strategy.  

Zebra mussels can be transported between reservoirs by 
recreational boats.  

After the discovery of the mussels in San Justo 
Reservoir, the top priority of CA Dept of Fish & 
Game was to determine if zebra mussels were 
present in San Luis Reservoir and other bodies of 
water connected to it. The Santa Clara Valley Water 
District has assisted with the monitoring of San Luis 
Reservoir with the CA Dept. of Fish & Game and 
other agencies. To date, no signs of infestation have 
been found, and the agencies consider San Luis 
Reservoir to be mussel-free.

San Justo Reservoir has been closed to boating and 
other recreation to prevent further spread of the zebra 
mussel. 
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Actions
The Santa Clara Valley Water District is actively 
responding to this threat and working closely with 
the California Department of Fish and Game. 
Specifi cally:

• Santa Clara County Parks & Recreation has 
implemented a boat inspection program 
at county reservoirs that allow recreational 
boating.  

 See more details at: www.parkhere.org

• Monitoring plates are installed at all water 
district reservoirs and many other water bodies.

• The water district is working closely with 
California Department of Water Resources and 
other agencies to monitor San Luis Reservoir for 
the presence of zebra and quagga mussels.

• The water district has developed a response 
plan in the event of a discovery of zebra or 
quagga mussels in a local water body.  

For more information, contact 
Bruce Cabral at (408) 265-2607, 

ext. 2796, or visit our website at  
www.valleywater.org and use our

Access Valley Water customer request 
and information system. With three easy 
steps, you can use this service to fi nd the 

latest information on the project or submit 
questions, complaints or compliments 

directly to a district staff person.

Mussel test plates for monitoring.

Before and after —zebra mussels clogging a water intake.  

Where your water comes from
The water we use comes from a variety of sources: 
groundwater pumped from beneath the valley fl oor, 
runoff captured in local reservoirs, water imported 
from the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta and recycled 
water.

Local rainfall, or runoff, fl ows into one of 10 water 
district reservoirs in Santa Clara County for storage 
and blending with imported water before groundwater 
recharge or treatment at one of three drinking water 
treatment plants.

Much of the county’s water supply is pumped from the 
ground. As part of its comprehensive water supply 
program, the water district imports water from the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta and releases it into 
local creeks where it sustains the aquatic habitat and 
percolates into the underground aquifers through the 
natural streambed.

The water district is the wholesale water provider to 
13 local water retail agencies, including San Jose 
Water Company. 


